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You Will Hear the Trumpet Sound to Wake the Nations Underground!

CHURCH EVENTS AT A GLANCE

REGULAR MEETINGS

With Easter Sunday just a few
weeks behind us, we are gearing up
for a lot of good things, fromManic
Monday meals, to the Mother’s Day
tea, to VBS, a grocery bingo, and, of
course, the Peach Festival. Bethesda
is always on the go! These events
and the effort we put into them are
ways that we show our love for the
community and, in turn, for Christ. Paul wrote in Romans
12:9-11, "Don’t just pretend to love others. Really love
them.Hatewhat iswrong.Hold tightly towhat isgood.Love
eachotherwith genuine affection, and take delight in honor-
ing each other. Never be lazy, but work hard and serve the
Lord enthusiastically."
Love takes work. Don’t just act like you love each other;
actually love one another.Help eachother out.Wecan’t just
be here on Sundaymornings and not try to show others how
muchweactually love them. Jesuswent to the cross because
he loved us. What can we do for others out of love that we
normally don’t do?Maybe it's putting on a big event like the
Peach Festival where we can generate some fellowship and
community spirit. Maybe it's a tea where we can show our
appreciation for the women of the church. Maybe it's away
from the church entirely: just sitting with someone so they
can have company, or just listening to what people have to
say, so they feelwanted and loved. Love towards one anoth-
er is always a challenging thing to do. We don’t often want
to be physically ormentally involvedwith others. But when
you take the time to love one another and really get to know
someone, you can see just howmuchyour presence and love
actually affects others. Themore positivewe canbe towards
others, themorewecanhelp thosewhoare struggling to find
peace in their lives.

Practice radical acceptance
of others, put the work into it,
so that no matter what others
do they can still feel loved, ac-
cepted, andwanted. Love is all
weneed, and ifwewere to treat
each other well out of love,
there would bemore positivity
in this world. For if we can
show everyone the love that

Christ gave us, think of how much more we could change
this world for the better. Go and practice what you preach:
follow Jesus’ path, and youwill never be steeredwrong. It's
a labor of love.

Pastor Nate

NATE'S NOTES

May
2

11

Mother's Day Tea & Brunch
Fellowship Hall, 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM
Manic Monday Meal: Spaghetti Dinner

Fellowship Hall, 5:00 – 7:00 PM

June
22 Grocery Bingo

Fellowship Hall, 5:30 PM

Official Board
Third Wednesday of each month

Fellowship Hall, 6:30 PM
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Bethesda had a full house on Easter Sunday. Christ is
Risen, Indeed! Allueluia!

July
6–9

13

VBS: Snowball Mountain Challenge
Fellowship Hall, 6:00 – 8:00 PM

Manic Monday Meal: Pulled Pork

August
8

30

24th Annual Peach Festival
Fire Hall, 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM

Combine Blessing
November

8 Purse Bingo
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Weekly required income:
$2,088.46

Average weekly income:
$1,585.65

OFFERING • APRIL 2026
Service
Date
4/5
4/12
4/19
4/26

Attendance
9:00 11:00
12 82
7 25
10 32
10 54

Weekly
Total

$3,713.00
$1,184.00
$1,519.00
$2,222.00

Mark your calendars for VBS!
July 6 – 9, 6:00 – 8:00 PM

Join us for a fun new event on
June 22: a grocery bingo! $10 for
adults, $5 for children 12 and un-
der. 2 cards each, 20 possibilities
to win dinner for an evening.
Snacks include free popcorn, or
purchaseahotdoganddrink for$4.
Doors open at 5:30 PM and games
begin at 6:00 PM.

Grocery Bingo

On April 26, June Scarlett Wright received the holy
sacrament of baptism during the 11: 00 AM service.
Top: Pastor Nate performs the baptism with the help
of her aunt and sponsor, Megan Moses (far left), and

parents, Spencer and Rachel Wright.

Grace and peace to you in the name of Jesus Christ:
OnMarch 11–12, leaders of theGlobalMethodist Church
gathered in Atlanta, Georgia for a historic meeting of the
Assembly of Bishops, Connectional Council, Commission
Chairs, and Executive Staff. This was the first time these
leadership groups have allmet together in person, and itwas
a moment we will not soon forget.
What pictures of thesemeetings cannot capture is the deep
joy of laboring side by side with brothers and sisters from
around the world to nurture a Church that only a few years
ago existed as a vision.Over these days together, we experi-
enced a spirit of hope, shared purpose, and growing clarity
as we prayed, worshiped, discerned, and worked together
for the good of the Church we love.
A significant part of our time together focused on deepen-
ing collaboration across the leadership structures of our
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Join Pastor Nate for Bible
Study on the book of Romans
– every Tuesday at 6:30 PM.

Hope you can attend!
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church. While each body has a distinct
calling, our work is deeply intercon-
nected aswe shape the culture of leader-
ship for this new global church. We are
learning together what it means to lead
as servants, to cultivate trust across cul-
tures and continents, and to steward
faithfully the responsibility the Church
has entrusted to us in this season.
At the forefront of this leadership is
the Assembly of Bishops, who are en-
trusted with guarding the faith, uphold-
ing the doctrine of the Church, and pro-
viding both spiritual and temporal lead-
ership for our movement. The Connec-
tional Council enacts the will of the
General Conference, carrying forward
the vision and overseeing the work of
the Church between conferences. The
Connectional Commissions advance
specific aspects of theChurch’smission
and ministry through resourcing and
equipping conferences and local
churches.
Together, these leadership bodies are
not siloed in their work but are called
into shared discernment and collabora-
tion for the sake of the whole Church.
During our time in Atlanta, we also
engaged inmeaningfulwork around the
strategic planning process for the Glob-
alMethodist Church. Those involved in
thatworkwere present and actively col-
laborating with key leaders, helping to
shape a clear and faithful path forward
for our denomination as part of the on-
going work of the Connectional Coun-
cil.
Yet faithful leadership requires more
than simply carrying out separate re-
sponsibilities. It requires shared spiritu-
al discernment.
We have found it essential to seek the
guidanceof theHolySpirit together, not
as isolated groups, but as a community
of leaders entrusted with the care of a
global Church. This work is not easy.
The Church faces real challenges and
difficult decisions. But as we prayed
and worked together in Atlanta, we ex-
perienced a remarkable senseof unity in
Christ. Even in the midst of complex
conversations, we sensed that clarity is
emerging as we hold fast to our shared
mission and our unity in the Spirit.

Our time together also turned our at-
tention toward the upcoming General
Conference of the Global Methodist
Church, which will take place in Johan-
nesburg, South Africa, August 30–
September 5.
A General Conference is always a re-
markable gathering in the life of the
Church. It is part family reunion, part
revival-filled worship, and part work-
ing conference where we prayerfully
consider decisions about the doctrine,
structure, and future direction of our de-
nomination. The work of shaping our
shared life together is immeasurably
important, andweknow thosedecisions
will be bathed in prayer.
But we also recognize a deeper truth:
legislation alone cannot transform
hearts. The technical work of the
Church cannot by itself usher in the cul-
ture of the Kingdom of God.
Our prayer is not that we would leave
Johannesburg with a thicker Book of
Doctrines andDiscipline to script every
detail of our life together. Our prayer is
that we would emerge from Johannes-
burgwith deeper holiness, stronger uni-
ty, and a renewed commitment to the
missionGod has entrusted to us.We are
committed to a nimble Church that
flowswith the flexibility of amovement
even as we align around the shared doc-
trinal commitments of the historic
Church.
Thoseofuswhogathered forourCon-
veningGeneralConference inCostaRi-
ca in 2024 witnessed something ex-
traordinary. That gathering defied ex-
pectations with its passionate worship,
spirit of revival, and humble, collabora-
tive work. It launched the Global
MethodistChurch intowhat has already
become an exciting season of rapid
global growth.
In the two years since Costa Rica,
many churches and conferences have
joined our global family. Today, the
Global Methodist Church includes
more than 7,000 congregations around
the world. By the time we gather in Jo-
hannesburg, nearly one-third of those
present will represent churches that
have joined since that Convening Con-
ference. For that reason, it is vital that

we meet one another face to face with
open hearts, ready to welcome brothers
and sisters inChrist into this sharedmis-
sion. This work is culture-shaping and
identity-forming, rooted deeply in his-
toric Wesleyan faith and in our shared
desire to follow Jesus faithfully in every
context.
As we prepare for the upcomingGen-
eral Conference, we call the churches
and members of the Global Methodist
Church to join us in prayer.
Pray that those who come to Johan-
nesburg will do so with humility and
openness. Pray that we would be listen-
ers and learners, especially from those
whose cultures and experiences differ
from our own. Pray that we would not
arrive preparedwith arguments striving
for preferred outcomes, but that we
would seek together the mind of Christ.
Pray also that wewould not simply be
visitors to another part of the world, but
that the witness and growing relation-
ships of the global Church would ex-
pand our vision of the Kingdom of God
in ways we have not yet imagined.
We left our time in Atlanta deeply en-
couraged. The unity we experienced
there is not somethingwe take for grant-
ed; it is a gift of God’s grace. What be-
gan only a few years ago as a shared
vision is now taking visible shape in
congregations, conferences, and com-
munities across the world.
May the Lord who has begun this
goodwork among us bring it to comple-
tion. May we walk humbly together,
watchingoveroneanother in love,hold-
ing fast to the faith once delivered to the
saints, and seeking above all the holi-
ness without which no one will see the
Lord.AndmayGod, by thepower of the
HolySpirit,makeus apeoplewhose life
together bears witness to the transform-
ing grace of Jesus Christ for the sake of
the world.
With gratitude and hope,
Bishop Mark Webb, Dean of the As-
sembly of Bishops

Dr. Rev. Jessica LaGrone, Chair of
the Connectional Council

Rev. Mike Schafer, Chief Connec-
tional Operations Officer
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Celebrating Over 240 Years of Continuous Ministry

BETHESDA
METHODIST CHURCH

P.O. Box 147 • Preston, Maryland 21655

A Global Methodist Congregation

T – F, 12:00 to 3:00 PM
Phone: (410) 673-7538

Email: office@bethesdapreston.faith

Office Hours: T – Th, 10:00 AM – 4:00 PM
Home Visitations: Fridays
Phone: (410) 673-7538

Email: pastornate@bethesdapreston.faith

Main Office

Pastor's Office

Jo Benner, Admin. Asst.

Nate Weaver, Pastor

Sunday Services

Contemporary Worship
9:00 AM

Fellowship Hall

Traditional Worship
11:00 AM
Sanctuary

Classes

Bethesda Bible
Adventures

Sunday, 9:00 AM

Romans Bible Study
Tuesdays, 6:30 PM

SERVICE & CLASS SCHEDULE

OFFICE & CONTACT INFO

Join us May 11, 5:00–7:00 PM for
our Manic Monday Meal: a
traditional Spaghetti Dinner!

Preregister for $10 per person, or
$12.00 per person at the door.


